


I hope this letter finds you well and filled with inspiration. As the
Editor and Founder of Why Not Prosper, I am honored to address you in
the 4th edition of our magazine. At Why Not Prosper, we are
committed to inspiring, educating, and informing the community
about different community partners and programs that uplift and
empower. 

I am particularly proud to be a part of the Community Advisory
Committee (CAC) for the MacArthur Safety and Justice Challenge.
Working in collaboration with outstanding organizations, we strive to
make a positive impact on our community. As the Bible states, "People
perish for a lack of knowledge," and Reverend Michelle Simmons, our
founder, is committed to ensuring that the community has the tools
and skills to thrive. 

In this edition, we are shining a spotlight on the SWAG TEAM, which
stands for Sisters with a Goal. This sisterhood consists of formerly
incarcerated women who have transformed their trauma into
triumph. They are now using their life experiences to effect positive
change in the city of Philadelphia. SWAG is actively engaged in
several initiatives, including the anti-violence campaign, the Doris
Manning healthcare campaign, and the COVID/health equity
campaign funded by the CDC (Center for Disease Control) and the
Urban Institute. 

The SWAG TEAM recently completed a year-long participatory action
research project in partnership with Darlene Bailey and Bryn Mawr
College. This project has now launched the pilot program called the
"Straight Out of Trouble" campaign, which aims to assist individuals in
ending long-term probation and clearing up bench warrants for those
interested in reinstatement to the probation department and the
courts. 
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There is so much more I could say, but what truly matters is that I
am honored to be a part of this remarkable group of women. I am
proud to be their sister, mentor, leader, and friend. Together, we
work tirelessly to reform and dismantle the criminal justice
system. We have realized that we are not defined by our mistakes,
and we want to thank all our funders, including the MacArthur
Foundation and the City of Philadelphia, for trusting our leadership
and supporting our work as we advocate for the voiceless. 

I am humbled by the achievements of these women in such a short
amount of time. Among the many accomplishments, Rev. Michelle
Simmons has received her PhD in Philosophy, Delores Brown has
earned a Master in Divinity, and Faith Bartley has obtained a
Bachelor's in Human Service. Additionally, our organization has
received numerous acknowledgments, awards, and recognition
from the State of Pennsylvania and the local community. 

Simply put, these ladies rock! So do all the other organizations and
agencies you will read about in this edition. I urge you not to
simply flip through these pages but to actively engage with the
services and resources provided by our community partners. 

Together, let us inspire, educate, and inform one another as we
strive for a better tomorrow. Thank you for your continued
support and belief in our mission. 

in Sisterhood,
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